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The 10 warmest years in the 134-year period on 
record have all occurred since 2000, with the 
exception of 1998.
2014 ranks as the warmest on record.

Rise in sea level

NOTE: *Arctic sea ice reaches its minimum each September.

The continent has been losing about 134 billion 
tonnes of ice per year since 2002.

2005 ’07 ’09 ’11 ’13 ’15

380

385

390

395

400

405
Carbon dioxide (parts per million, ppm)

’80 ’84 ’88 ’92 ’96’94’90’86’82 ’00’98 ’04’02 ’08 ’10’06 ’12 ’14 ’15

September’s average (million sq km)*

3

4

5

6

7

8

NOTE: The upper safety limit for atmospheric carbon dioxide is 350 ppm.
Atmospheric carbon dioxide levels have stayed higher than 350 ppm 
since early 1988. 
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Ahead of the climate change conference in Paris today, 
we look at the state of Earth’s “health” as measured by 
the following indicators:

Sources: NASA, NASA GODDARD SPACE FLIGHT CENTRE, NATIONAL SNOW AND ICE
DATA CENTRE, NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
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The rate of increase in sea level is 3.24mm per year. 

The Arctic’s monthly ice cover this year fell to 
the fourth lowest extent in the satellite record, 
averaging just 4.63 million sq km.
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