Ring-fencing, with aggressive testing and vaccinations, is a key strategy in

Ward 9o NOVISIOS Brea kl I‘Ig the Cha In preventing further transmission of Covid-19 while keeping other sectors open.

has been allowed except

locked for critically il Shabana Begum and Clara Chong take a deeper look at how this worked at

2l i of transmissionNS  Tan ock seng Hospital,

MAY *Dates cases were reported by MOH
April 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 n 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

FIRST CASE
DISCOVERED: Wards 7D, 9C and
Female, 46 years old [ASERIEVEREEY
Nurse at Ward 9D BUSISSCERelITF

Then Health Minister
Gan Kim Yong says close
to 28,000 people have

TTSH completes swabbing of all inpatients in their
main wards on April 30, and all test negative.

Phase two TTSH Full home-based
(heightened starts learning begins.
alert) kicks in. admitting

Ward 9D reopens
with suite of
enhanced measures.
Ward 9C opens for

MOH says the hospital will be testing all 12,000 staff,
and so far, 7000 staff have been swabbed.

been tested to detect patients.

O 88-year-old cases linked to the cluster. admissions. Wards
patient dies 7D and 10B have
Number 70-year-old already reopened
of ?FSS?-IS "7« April 29 to May 4 patient dies for admissions.
n . FOLLOWING CASES REPORTED N Y Si)é sgaff whofworkgd in
1 (Ve Ward 9D are infecte
...~ eFirst two cases reported FLATTENING THE CURVE
on April 29 . » Learning Point cluster
10 9 | i D . Number of cases each day
.‘ v oo ﬁ 10
9 April 29 to May 15 OO 8 A
. ® 22 Ward 9D patients 6 /\
April 30 | ey are infected R s
8 ® One Ward 9C N May 2 N * The first six cases are reported on April 29
patient is infected v @ TayztoMay & * Another patient is detected after she is 2/ N )
* Six Ward 9D visitors discharged to a nursing home 07—
7 \ : . are infected
) ! . May13 15 17 19 21 23
e First three cases L .
6 - reported on May 2 Changi Airport Terminal 3 cluster
© ol 25
20 A
5 rgy 1 ¢ 15 I\
pouse of a
discharged patient 10 [\
4 infected May 2 to May 9 5 3
® One case \ : s ;rii?n?ésccggrged Ward 9D patients 0~
t ! May 6 10 14 18 22
3 April 30 to May 3 ‘\\\ ’—_,/ ® First five cases reported on May 2 _ Y
® Three staff within TTSH campus but
2 outside Ward 9D are infected I May 23

e First case reported on April 30 ,:"\ ® Homemaker who is a family -

] ] member and household contact '
A f of a patient - -*
0 h -
I I W

NOTE: There were a total of 32 active clusters as at May 23

TYPES OF TESTS TESTING STRATEGIES 3 VACCINES SOURCE: MINISTRY OF HEALTH

PHOTOS: AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

1. Rapid tests 3. Serology test - 1. Routine rostered testing - 1. Pfizer-BioNTech and 2. Sinovac: Pending approval STRAITS TIMES GRAPHICS:
* For example, antigen rapid tests ~ ® Looks for antibodies, can show . (RRT) . Moderna: Approved for use L . MIKE M DIZON
e Cheaper, faster but not as if a person has been previously ' e Picks up silent reinfection cases for | ® More than 3.4 million doses 3. Made in Singapore: United
accurate as a reverse infected. . those vaccinated and with a history | administered as at May 18, States-based Arcturus Therapeutics
transcription-polymerase chain e Patients develop antibodies . of infection. . covering close to two million is jointly developing a vaccine with
reaction (RT-PCR) test. around two weeks after they ' e Has been rolled out for workers at © individuals. the Duke-NUS Medical School still
* Used for large-scale events that ~ recover from infection. varic;ps sec(tjors Ii!ftg the coPstruction, Othl;js mﬁkfs up 0\|/et( 30 pﬁr ck:]ent undergoing trials.
require pre-event testing. | aviation and maritime sectors. ' of the whole population who have
e ° 4. Phylogenetic tests ' 2. Surveillance testing " received at least their first jabs. ARE VACCINES EFFECTIVE?
2. RT-PCR test * To assess which variants ' * Good precautionary measure to ' *Goal is to have around 80 per * It was reported on May 23 that
* Gold standard for testing; can infections belong to. © pick up Covid-19 cases lurking in the . cent of the population vaccinated, thﬁre were 7f8 ‘i{asaeé '”VQJ!V'BQ,DEOF”G
detect samples with very low viral  ® The genome of the virus is first | community. For example, all residents | the higher the better. who _we)r(ecljn ected despite being
load. sequenced before a phylogenetic ~ +  of Block 506 Hougang Avenue 8 will - e The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine has ~ Yacc!natea. . _
* Detects the genetic sequences analysis is done. Allows for cases . have to be tested, after a few cases . been expanded to include teens ° Vaccmatlont|s deagged dto rpf'””tmse
specific to Sars-CoV-2. to be linked to clusters and . were found there. . aged 12to 15. Dosing interval has ~ S€rious symptoms and side ettects
variants to be identified. " been lengthened to 6-8 weeks. but not meant to completely block

the risk of infection.



